
40  ✢  Assyrian Empire

Assyrian Empire: 912–612 bc

Assyrian Expansion:  
912–745 bc

Assyrian Expansion: 
745–681 bc

Assyrian Expansion: 
681–612 bc

Key Rulers: 
Ashurnasirpal II 883–859 bc

Shalmaneser III 859–824 bc

Key Rulers: 
Tiglath-Pileser III 745–727 bc 
Shalmaneser V 727–722 bc 
Sargon II 722–705 bc 
Sennacherib 705–681 bc

Key Rulers: 
Esarhaddon 681–669 bc 
Ashurbanipal 669–627 bc

Assyria begins to expand 
its territory. 912 bc

Israel falls to Assyria. 722 bc

Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, 
falls to Babylonia and Media. 612 bc

Southern Kingdom of Judah falls 
to Babylon; temple destroyed 
and survivors deported. 586 bc

800 bc 700 bc 600 bc900 bc

Northern Kingdom of Israel is forced 
to pay tribute to Assyria. 841 bc

TIME LINE: ASSYRIA TO PERSIA
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Assyrian Empire  ✢  41

Assyrian Empire: 912–612 bc

Assyrian Expansion:  
912–745 bc

Assyrian Expansion: 
745–681 bc

Assyrian Expansion: 
681–612 bc

Temple in Jerusalem 
is rebuilt. 516 bc

Ezra goes to Jerusalem 
from Babylon. 457 bc

Nehemiah goes 
to Jerusalem from 
Susa. 444 bc

Babylonian Empire falls to 
Persia and Media. 539 bc

King Cyrus of Persia allows Jewish 
exiles to return to Jerusalem. 538 bc

Zerubbabel leads exiles to Jerusalem. 538 bc

500 bc
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42  ✢  Babylonian Empire

Babylonian Empire: 612–539 bc
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Persian Empire  ✢  43

Persian Empire: 539–330 bc
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44  ✢  Greek Empire

Greek Empire: 330–63 bc

Most Bible scholars date the birth of Jesus between 6 and 4 bc. The time lines presented in this book use the 4 bc date.

Persia falls to Alexander 
the Great. 330 bc

Jesus is born 
in Judea. 4 bc

Alexander dies and his 
empire is divided. 323 bc

Ptolemaic Empire  
in Judea. 323–198 bc

Seleucid Empire  
in Judea. 198–63 bc

Maccabean Revolt 
begins in Judea. 167 bc

Pompey conquers 
Jerusalem for Rome. 63 bc

300 bc 200 bc 100 bc

TIME LINE: GREECE TO ROME
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Roman Empire  ✢  45

Roman Empire: 63–4 bc 

Though the Roman Empire continued into the fifth century ad, this map shows the extent of the empire at the time Jesus was born, c. 4 bc.
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